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“oie Memorandum a 


we ; . Dire — TEL DATE: August 8, 1950 


i : SAC, New York | r if 
FROM : ; a} Ob fi” ve a 


} 
hia f supject: “: OSCAR BRAND) . (LOUIS BUDENZ 00) i‘ 
a a > SECURITY MATTER = C . 


LOUIS #, BUDENZ, formerly managing editor of the "Daily Worker" 
fand a Communist Party funetionary until he: broke with the Party..in October, 
1945 has been interviewed during the-past few months .concerning: the... 
‘concealed Communists whom he: knew, The person named above as ‘the subject 
of this ease, was one of these individuals whom BUDENZ described .as-a 
conceal. ed Communist. -BUDENZ describes a concealed Communist as one wha 


- does not hold himself out as a Communist and who would deny membership: 
in the Party. 


BUDENZ advised SA WILLIAM J. MC CARTHY, JRe ON June 30 ameo an 

-of all he knew concerning the subject. that he felt was pertinent, and he 

dictated this intormation to a stenographer of this office, who was present 
during the interview, e “y : . 

a fe used, in order to bring out all he knew about the suoject, the 
ae following set of qucstions, He considered all questions in connection with 

% this. subject, Where hg did not comment on some particular question ‘as. to. the 

' activity of the subject, then it is because he had no knowledge. If-he .. 

J. veealled anything about the subject as a result of these questions ae dictated 
.j What he knewe The questions are as follows: 


a . 


i. Identity “individual 
".. ae If observed a description and other identifying data; 


. be IL not seen, enough descr ere data about individual to positively 
identify. saints or her; - 


“Ge Any aliase 


(2B oe =Narrate how he knows individual as a Communist 
R 24 a If scen ab a closed meeting, get aa) Place and persons present at 
3 or as heh , 
es be. If told officially that individual was a Commnist, who said it, what 
 ~ . °. were the circumstances, and who was present;t. . 
ie = ec. Helate 211 occasions when he met or heard of individual | as Conmunist. 
Bt ne 
4 e ijaenemibe 
eo. 


EX. - 83° A]. 
Reo Va- ede 


_AUS 34 ane ) 


fas] of &. Did individual ever- write anything that fee kia eangd Geren Communist . 
ae 93 literatures - ; 
4. gue le. For "Daily Worker", New Masses", NPolitical : \ffairs", 
< 7 \2 "+ any any front publications or other publications. : 


FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
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Letter to Diréetor 
Ms 


4 Fronts 

Was individual active in front organizations. 
a. Which organizations 

b. How active was individual 


ae: 


5 Eapaenage . * 

Was indies ever involved in secret works 

What work; ~ 

Who knew it; 

Did Si ever do any special work See ol 
6. Is individual still active or sympathetic toward Party. 


7, Can you recall any trips abroad particularly to Russia and the 
approximate date of the trips? Can you recall the nature of the = 


8. Did you ever hear that he had attended any of the trecating schools in 
Russia? 


9. Did this subjec ct appear to have entree to the Russian Consulate or 
‘did he receive special consideration and attention from known Russian 
Agents or Communist Officials in U.5,2 


10. Is the subject working for the U.S. Government or is he aS in 
any way in Confidential Government work at this time? 


ll. Did this individual have military training, Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
U.S. Army, other service? 


12. Was this individuel employed in vital industry’ 
13. Do you know any other members of his family who are Communists? 


‘14, Do you know of any other activity on the part of the individual which 
would indicate that the individual is a concealed Communist? 


Additional questions were asked as a result of his answers to the above 
questions in order to fully develop his information. 


4 


. | | - ss 


RtuiStciacat ees 2 ce er 
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_ /FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


Letter to Director / sy 


Attached is a blind memorandum dictated by LOUIS F. BUDENZ 
and containing all the pertinent information Poncerning the ns which 
| BUDENZ could prés sently recollect. 


The origina 11 cf each momo has ae reviewed by Mr. BUDENZ and he 
has made any necessary corrections and he has signed the original. ‘the 
Signed original Ok Gach moto 33 being retained in the confidential infomant 

F file of LOUIS F, BUDENZ, 
q . é 

Since the vindivicuals such as the subject of this case are, 
according to BUDENZ,, concealed Communists and since they are, in most 
instances, persons of some prominence, it is sugeested that if. the 
informa tion ampearing in the attached blind memo is renorted, then Mr. 
BUDEN Z should be given a temporary  eontiden tas informant symbol. 


For the information of the Pitan the subject is one of the 400 


concealed Commmists whom EUDENZ stated he knew. The names of these 
concealed Communists were sent to the Bureau in the case caotioned"Communist 
Party, USA, Internal Security - Cc, : 

f 

i ~ 

| 

I. 

| 

t 

wi Be 
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OSCAR BRAND 


_ Folk. singers 


Although it is my ‘impression ‘that OSCAR - BRAND, PETE 
d EGER and several. other folk singers of that type entertained a‘closed 
"gession of thé National Convention of the Commmist Party in connection 
with MOTHER BLOOR'S' anniversary (probably around 194), I was first 
officially advised of BRAND'S connection with the Party in. 1945. This ~ 
report came to me through ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG and V. J. JEROME in 
~ gonnection with BRAND'S growing Nasik Jadaceens with EARL ROBINSON, par ti+ 
cularly in People's Songse 
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SAC, New York: 


Director, FBI 
OSCAR BRAND. — 


SECURITY MATTER ~ C 
Bureau file eae dl aaa 


Reurlet nes 1950. 


Novenber 8, 1950 


i fos 


A review ‘of the Suragd’ 6 iuehinwe ‘perlecke that the: name 


of Oscar. Brand | ‘appears | in the following New York reports: 


a 


The report of Special Agent Joseph A. Gullen eieitied . oy 


a. > < "PROG 
Leg ‘ 


Learn a] 


RESSIVE PARTY, IS - C" dated February, 7, 1950 at’ 


> 3 New York (Page 40, ’ paragraph k - New York file 100- 
a 94070). 


(100- 357934-120 page 40) 


 - The report of Special Agent Albert J. Klein entitled 


Tolson, 
Ladd 


we ep ee 
cate siege — s 
a G a ~ 
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Phe: report of “Special Agent Robert ¥. 


Page 7 


, “COMMUNIST INFILTRATION. OF THE RADIO: - TELEVISION oH, 
eae 4 “ INDUSTRY - IS-C" dated November 30, 1949 (Pages 24, 
63, and 73 - New York file. 100- 8037h) « (100- 340922- 200 pgs. 


Ay 
Coholah entitled: ig 
"PEOPLES SONGS INCORPORATED - SECURITY HATTER-C" dated 
/ \. January. 5, 1949 (Page 11 - New York file 100-16071).. 
meg ; (100=346689-12 pg. 11) | 
= The report of Special. ‘Agent Donald P. Adams, entitled 
a - oe "PEOPLES ARTISTS INCORPORATED - IS-C". dated January 
28, 1949 (Page 6 - New York file> 100-81674), 
(100-350776-3 pg. 6) 
, Inasmuch as Brand has een named by Budenz as a concealed. 
a eS you are requested to immediately open a security investi- 
os gation on Brand for the purpose of: determining whether his activities | 
warrant paeee his name on the Security Laeeeey 


f nN 


é 


«0 \ Ltt BF a e 


Form. O-1 : a 


w/ Pfc Memorandum + ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT - 


| ; SAC, Yaw (Your file oo -9gr pf) 7 ee 2 3, S95] | 
\ ) nd | 
X Director, FB 
a FROM : : a0 / A) ! 
sunect: OO sca ALP nated ny 
banal e- Naffer-C 


nemo 72% 


_( ) The LEY, 


n this case has hie and the Bureau has not 


received a report. 


You are instructed to immediately submit © { 


a report. 


In the event a report has been submitted, you 


should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau. 


Report submitted 


Report will be submitted 
+°6-S7 


, | | 

Reason for delay fess ew aaa ane Gm At serait | 
g J 
\ 


oat 


‘ 5. f | 
; “ROR RHE Ts ia , 
( ) Advise Bureau re status of this case. 162 Make bats 


( ) Advise Bureau iin paport may be expecteae” oi oe - 
‘ Se : 1 eh A 
iene : a Ei 


"tae é 
(Place your reply on this form and return to the Bureau. “Hote one the ee ¥ 
serial in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of yy communic tion /) yy / | 
th 


sSioe57 ‘i 
the AR 26 tee Speree ? 


« GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—61160-1 
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_ 
| LIMITED CLASSIPICATION REVIEW 
§ e 
This document was not 
| reviewed in its entirety. 
Classification review was — 


| limited tos | 
Page Paragraph page Paragraph 


\ |g 
ON : 
he : ‘ on Lio is ; 
~ iby, SLL 7Ab| CAD 
ee a 700-2096 
3 

|Serial e 
| 
{ 

| | 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK NY Fneno. 109- “99586 co 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


| 3412; 13,20,21 | 
NEW YORK ne 36, 3575} i HENRY C. RUDA 


TITLE ° CHARACTER OF CASE 


OSCAR BRAND SECURITY MATTER = G_ 


REPORT MADE AT 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject born 2/7/20, Winnipeg, Canada. 
Resides 300 West 12th Street, Manhattan, 
New York. Employed as entertainer and 
"folk-song" singer. Reported "concealed" 
Communist in 1945. Associations, as 
entertainer, with the CP, and Communist 
front organizations (CRC, IWO, ALP, 
People's Artists, Inc., People! s Songs, 
Progressive Citizens of ackerou Other 


GENCIES 
ICES 
ROUTING 


AND FIELD OFF 
ADVISED By 


‘ decries, A 


activities set forth. Backgrouwd andj 
description set out. ; 


-P- 
DETAILS: At New York, New York 


- lpirth 


wee 
Confidential Informant T- NOSE known reliability, 


ij ‘tadvised in March 1951 that OSCAR BRAND was born on February 7, 1920, | 
' Jat Winnipeg, ae / } 
a Rarer Co Fy DECLASSIFIED BYGORO [; 
( esidence * N ; 
Scere Sebo pe ye ps3 cx Y@/I9 LEO) 


, The current Manhattan telephone directory reflects 
j that OSCAR BRAND, 300 West 12th Street, Manhattan, New York, sub- 
séribes to telephone number Chelsea 2- 6649, 


Confidential Informant T-2, of _— reliability, 
, jadvised on March t} 1951 that OSCAR insta entertainer and "folk- reOne 


arn AGENT 
oe A IN CHARGE 


i Z APPROVED AND 
: ; FORWARDED: 


a claw tra 


arg een 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


| A Bureau (100- 370969), 
3 - New York 


| a Yas Ne 


: y : See A 
f V ; ave sc at AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI ‘AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
MG, 


US, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE Jae $9255-1 
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‘ 


singer, resides at 300 iiosk 12th Street, Manhattan, New York, 
and subscribes to telephone number Chelsea 2- 0649... | 


Employment 


Confidential Informant T-2 advised on March 13, 1951 

that subject is employed as a musician and singer of "“folk-songs" 

and is’ represented by his agent, cUn ie aac This infor- 

mant had no specific information as to t permanent engage- 

ments of BRAND; however, the informant stated that the subject 

is engaged on a free lance basis for entertainment purposes, ae: 
as opportunities arise. os 


“On March 26, 1951, Miss CONSTANCE JESSELSON, Program 
Department, New York city Municipal Broadcasting Division, 
Radio Station WNYC, Municipal Building, Manhattan, New York, 
advised that OSCAR’ BRAND is currently appearing on a half-hour 
program of (folk) music over WNYC from 6 to 6:30 p.m., Sunday 

evenings. Miss JESSELSON stated that BRAND receives no re- 
“muneration for his appearances and, therefore, is not.actually - 
employed by WNYC. She said that it is her understanding that 
GUNTHER LAWRENCE, who writes the scripts for BRAND's WNYC 
program, also manages engagements for the SWB POMs « 


Communist Party Activity 


7 Association with the Communist Party © 


The "Daily Worker" dated February 10, 1949 reflects 
on page 7, column 5,’ in an article captioned, What's On?*, 
the following information Concer ang the © subjects 


-"OSCAR BRAND: Party, dance and variety entertainer. 
... 88 Clinton Street, near Delancey, Sat. nite, February 12, 
8:30. JACOB) RIIS, C. toe <e" 


It will be noted that: the "Daily Werieer®* is an Bast 
Hh . ast Communist daily HEWSDAPEST + 


i On “May 18, 1950, Confidential Informant T-3, of 
. known reliability, advised that OSCAR BRAND, "folk-song" 
singer, was known to him as .a "concealed" Communist. a. wt ee we 
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On June 30, 1950, the above informant | again advised: 
that OSCAR BRAND, singer of "folk" songs, and other individuals 
entertained a closed session of the National Convention of the 
Communist Party in connection with "Mother" BLOOR's anniver- 
sary sometime in 1944. Theées informant stated that this in- . 
formation was received by him from officials of the Communist 

. Party in 1945 that the subject was ‘connected with the Communist 

“Party in 1945, in connection with BRAND's cooperation with 
other individuals, particularly in an organization known as 
Peguile” s Songs. 


‘ It will be noted that the "Daily Worker" dated 
July 1, 1947 states in an article that "Mother" BLOOR (ELLA 
REEVE BLOOR) "is the: first aiid of the CP and an il aa: 
Communist wena." 


lt as further to be noted that the organization 
known as. People! s:- Songs will be identified in another section 
of instant report. 


In March 1951, Confidential.Informant T-4, of known 
reliability, advised that OSCAR BRAND entertained by. singing 
songs and playing the guitar at a rally held at the Stuyvesant © 
Casino, 140 Second Avenue, New York City, on April 28, 1947. 
The above rally was held under the auspices of the Henry 

yet - Forbes Club of the Communist Party. 


Organizations which have heen’ declared Communist by 
the Attorney General, coming within’ the ‘purview of 
Executive Order 


civiit Rights © Congress (CRC) 


. On Novenber 25 1947, ‘SA D. F. CAHILL attended a 
street Rally of the Civil Rights Congress held at 38th Street 
and 7th Avenue, New York City. This meeting was-sponsored. 
by the Cutters and Dressmakers, Civil Rights Division, CRC. 


- Among the speakers at the above meeting was GERHARD 
BISLER, who, at this meeting, acknowledged that he had been a 
Communist for thirty years. SA CAHILL advised that OSCAR 
BRAND entertained and sang three songs at the above Rally. 


It will be noted that Confidential Informant T-3 


has advised that GERHARD EISLER was. the . Number One Communist 
in une United States 


we Ge 


Hi . : 2 aaa ose 


| NW 52315 DocId:34316655 Page i2 


poe 


| NW 52315 


NY 100-99586 .. 


It will further be noted that GERHARD EISLER was 
convicted on charges of Exit Permit Fraud and Contempt of 
Congress in the District of Columbia in 1947 and fled the 
United States on May 5, 1949. 


On December 6, 1948, Confidential Informant 1-5, 
of known reliability, made available a-pamphlet which | 
advertised a "Folk Festival for Freedom" to be held Friday, 


_ December 10, 1948, at the Penthouse Ballroom, 13 Astor ee 


New York city, under the a baa of the CRC. 


The above pamphlet stated that’ OSCAR BRAND was 
scheduled to act as master of ceremonies at the above - 
Festival. . 


: The "Daily Worker" dated December 10, 1948 reflects 
an article on page 7, which article states that OSCAR BRAND 
acted as master of ceremonies at the "Folk Festival for 
Freedom" which was held under the auspices of the CRC. 


gun ik 


International Workers. Order (IWO 


The "Daily Worker" dated August 8, 1947 reflects 


.an article on page 8, column 1, which article announces that 


BRAND would entertain at a meeting of Lodge No. 500 of the 
Two. ' 


Congress of American Women 


. Confidential Informant T-4 advised that OSCAR BRAND 
sang. at a, meeting of the Congress of American Women held at 
the Hotel Capitol, New York City, on March 26, 1947... ‘ 


The following organization has. been designated a. 
Communist organization by the Special Committee on 


Un-American Activities in its report dated March 29, 1944:— 


- American Labor Party 


The’ "Daily Worker" dated March 17, 1950 reflects 
on page 8 an article which sets forth that OSCAR BRAND was 
scheduled to be an entertainer at a rally ‘to prevent "H-bomb" 


destruction on the above date at the Herman Ridder Jr. High . 


“' 
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School, Bronx, New York, which rally was to be held under the 


auspices of the American Labor Party... 


The following have been declared Communist front 
organizations by the California Committee on 
Un=smerican Activities in its a 


People” s ; Songs, Inc. 


‘It is to be noted that People's Songs, Inc. has 
been designated a Communist front organization by the Cali- 
fornia Committee on Un-American Activities in its 1948 report, 
paar 392. 


The "Daily Worker" dated April 10, 1947 Hapienty 


in an article on page 8, column 1, that People' s Songs, Inc. 


would present "Songs from the Mine Fields" at Irving Plaza, 
New York City, and OSCAR BRAND was listed.as one of the 
singers. ; 


The "Daily Worker" dated March 17, 1948 reflects 
on page 13, column 3, a photograph of "People's Songsters" 
and included in this group was OSCAR BRAND. This article- 
stated that the above group was putting folk songs and Laloed 
tunes in a musical background for a movie based. on the May 
Day Parade of 1947. 


The. "Daily Worker" dated March 26, 1548 y reflects 


‘an article on page 12, column 1, entitled, "People! s Songs, 


Inc. Presents 'Un-American' Hootenanny" ....with a-number’ 
of entertainers including OSCAR BRAND. ‘The above affair 


was to be held at the Irving ELRZR 15 Avg Place, Manhattan, 


New York. 


The May 18, 1948 issue of the "Daily Worker" re- 
flects an article on page 13, column 4, which states in 
effect. that People's Songs would present a Spring “Hootenanny” 
on May 20 at Irving Plaza. Among the eee featured “ae 
the above affair was OSCAR BRAND. A ss 
The "Daily Worker" dated December 21, 1948 reflects 
on page 13, column 2, an article entitled, "Brotherhood - 
'Hootenanny' Xmas Eve", in which it is stated that “new and 


‘old songs of peace and brotherhood feature People's Songs 


oe 


a oo 
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Hootenanny, Xmas Eve, which wild be presented at Irving Plaza, 
15th Street and Irving Place, Friday, December 24, 1948, at 
B pom. ... OSCAR BRAND, WNYC's 'shoeless troubadour ', joins 

' People's pong new singing: ictal in the: Yuletide -celebra- 
tion i..." 


The "Daily Worker" dated March 6,°1949 reflects an 
article in Section. y page 10, column 1, captioned, "People's... 
Songs Presents ARTIEY SHAW with String Orchestra at Carnegie - 
Hall, 3/7/49. ... An ng the other artists ‘iashiaieate with 
SHAW on a above program was OSCAR BRAND.” . 


On January 18, 1950, Confidential Informant T-6, 
of known reliability, made available a Third Anniversary ewes 
of a group of issues of sale aaa s Songs from April 1947 to 
February 1948. 


‘The spove anniversary collection feflects in the 
February 1948 issue of People's Songs, Inc.,.126 West 21st 
Street, New York City, a statement on page 2 of that issue 
to the effect e-.- ‘The National office has been forced to 
close its doors for lack of funds. The staff has been in- 
structed to meet all outstanding, financial obligations to the 
best of their ability and to take legal steps: necessary to — 
end the functioning of the national organization eae 


Among the individuals and organizations who sank 
greetings to the February 1948 issue of People's. Songs, Inc., 
as reflected on page 4 of that issue, was” OSCAR BRAND. 


The February-March 1948 issue of People's Songs, 

Tae reflects on page 19 a full-page greeting to People's. 
Songs from People's Artists, exclusive agency for People's 
- Songs performers, 126 West 21st, Street, New York City... The 
above article reflects a ee of OSCAR BRAND , "Barefoot! 
Troubadour". ad , 


People's sotists, Ine. 


The above: organization has’ been declared a ‘Communist 
."Frenk® organization by the California Committee on Un-American © 
Activities in its 1948 ig iach page ‘392. 


(|| ae 
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On October 29, 1947, Confidential fartoraan® T-7,~ 
_ of known reliability, furnished a pamphlet containing a list 
of artists performing for People' S Artists, which furnished 
incidental information concerning those individuals. This . 
article reflects that "OSCAR BRAND, produces, writes, directs 
and sings on his own weekly radio. program. Aided by his 
guitar , he sings American folk and topical songs. _ 


The April 30, 1950 issue of the "Daily Worker" 
reflects on page 25, column 3, that “OSCAR.BRAND ... and 
The Balladeers'" were scheduled to appear on Sunday, April 30, 
at 8 p.m. at the Panel Ballroom, 13 Astor Place, New York 
City.. Tickets for the above occasion, this article reflected, 
-could be obtained from ici seal s APETStSy 1 106 Bast ies Street, 
New York City. , 


‘Progressive Citizens of America 


The. publication, "Red Channels", published by 
Counterattack, "the newsletter of-facts to combat. Communism, " 
55 West 42nd Street, New York, New York, reflects on page 27. 
that OSCAR BRAND, folk singer, acted as ” entertainer for the 
Progressive Citizens of America on March 19, 1947. According 
to this publication, the above was set far ek on a handbill of 
that organization. 


1 


Miscellaneous communi st Part Activ spite 


Progressive Party 


Regarding the Progressive ‘Party, it is to be noted 
that.on July 19, 1949, Confidential. Informant T-8, of known 
- reliability, furnished.a booklet entitled, "A Tribute to VITO 
_ MARCANTONIO", wherein the members of the National Office staff 
- of ‘the Progressive Party, as of ‘April 30, 1949 were set forth. 
Among the members, as reflected in the above booklet, wer 
JOHN ABT-and, CHARLES KRAMER. It is. to be noted that co ae 
and CHARLES AMER have been identified by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS 
former Communist Party. member -who was active in Soviet intelli- 
gence operations, in testimony before the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities on August: 3, 1948, as members, of a 


Communist we A operating in Washington, Ds Gs in ‘the 
a g ss Ors i ‘i ee Er SATE TIT . 
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The above information is réflected in the August as 
1948 issue of the "New York Times" in an article on page l, 
column 1, entitled, "Red 'Underground' in Federal Posts 
Alleged by. Editor". fo sae  S er ? 


On December 23, 1949,.Confidential Informant T-9, 
of known reliability, advised that one of the officials of- 
the Communist Party in Baltimore, Maryland, led a discussion 
on December 20, 1949 at an Executive Committee meeting of one 
of the Communist Party clubs there. The main subject oftitthe 
‘discussion,’ according to the informant, was the specific ad 
assignmentsof various Communist Party members with. particular. 
reference to those who were working.for the Progressive Party. 


Confidential Informant T- -10, of known reliability, 
advised on May 16, 1949 that a "Peace Rally" was held at 
Madison Square Garden, New York.City, on that date, under the 

auspices of the Progressive Party and the Young Progressives 

-’ of America. .The above informant stated that the estimated 

' attendance at this rally was between 7,500 and 8,000 pepe 

and included in the speakers for the evening was "VITO 

MARCANTONIO, Mrs. PAUL ROBESON and OSCAR BRAND, who was 

introduced as a star of radio and television, who sang and 

ati the guitar. 


It is to be noted that VITO MARCANTONTO was the 
American Labor Party Congressman from New York in 1949. 


It will further be noted that Confidential tnfernant-« 
T- 3 has advised that PAUL ROBESON, husband of Mrs. PAUL ROBESON, 
was known to this informant as a teoncealed" Communist in: the 
years prior to 19 or ” ; 


On’ June 29, 1949, Confidential Informant T- 8 made go" | 
available a press release concerning the "Young Progressives 
of America", dated June 24, 1949, which announced a dinner a ar 
‘scheduled to be held at 13 Astor’ Place, New York City, on a 
June 24, Among the entertainers for the above occasion was oR 
OSCAR. BRAND . . ' - 


On itiew 26, 1949, ‘Confidential Informant T~8 aixiesd 
thet the name of OSCAR BRAND, telephone number: Chelsea 2-0649, 
was known by this informant to. be contained in a list of names : 
of individuals and organizations who this informant bettevedtto be 
Communists or Communist. affiliates. 


-8~ 
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featuring OSCAR BRAND and.other's, were for sale at the - 
peices Book Shop and the , a Book Shop. 
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Tt is to be noted that the current Manhattan _ 
telephone directory reflects that the subject subscribes to 
telephone number Chelsea 2-0649. 


An article entitled, "Red Fronts in Radio", appeared 
in the October 1949 issue of The Sign", national Catholic 
monthly magazine, on page 13.. This article reflected that 
OSCAR BRAND was one of a number of singers who have been . 
eited in public records as having been associated with 
Communist causes or front ia a achat , 


‘The "Daily Worker" dated May. 14, 1948 reflects 
on page 6, columns l'‘and 2, an article which announces that 
"Ballads for Un-Americans", written by OSCAR BRAND and 


It is to be noted that the Jefferson Book Shop, 
575 6th Avenue, New York City, is associated with the 
Jefferson School of Social Science of that address, which 


has been declared a Communist organization by the Attorney 


General, falling within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


~On July 20, 1950, “Confidential Informant T-11, of 
unknown reliability, © “but who was a fellow employee of the 
subject and who is acquainted with the subject, advised that 


- OSCAR BRAND has a radio program which appears over New York 


City Radio Station WNYC at 6 p.m. on Sunday evenings. This 


informant stated that the above program consisted of a rendi- — 


tion of folk songs. In addition, the informant stated BRAND - 
has a radio program which appears on Sundays: at 12:30 p.m. 
over Radio Station WABF.. This informant recalled that when 
OSCAR BRAND. was broadcasting over WNYC, the audience attending . 


‘his broadcast consisted in general of young people, who the 


informant deemed were "radicals". The informant stated that. 


BRAND, in his programs, would broadcast "workers' songs" which 
emphasized . the minority problem and which, in the informant's 


‘opinion, were old-time American ballads re-written to appeal 


to the "masses", and which followed the Communist Party line. 


The "New York Journal- American" dated September cs 
1950 reflects an article by HOWARD RUSHMORE entitled, "WNYC 
Sereened to Bar Red Songs", in which it is stated that: "Folk 
singers and hill-billy Specialists. who have been linked with 
Communist front groups are being barred from municipally-owned 
Pap oe nie it was learned today ..o -_ 
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G "SEYMOUR. N. SIEGEL, Director | of the tax-supported 
station, also has instructed "his staff to earefully 'screen' 
all. BERET AMS and to eliminate songs which ‘might be i iad 
subversive. ' ; 


"Center of ahtenkion in this action is’ a weekly 
' program of.folk music under the direction of OSCAR BRAND, 
who acts as master of ceremonies onthe WNYC show... 


mA month ago SIEGEL ordered a recording by singer, 
PAUL ROBESON, cut from the elses program and three other 
singers and musicians ~ PETEA SEEGAR, woot eutinis and SUSAN 
ey who forpierly appeared the’ tedh so & show aa been 
‘asent for haa months. . . 


"SEEGAR, GUTHRIE and Miss REED oe ee or 
sponsors of “People! s_Songs', a group cited-by the Bere 
Un- Seen, “Activities. Commi ttee 2e as a. a Communist. front. ee 

"STEGEL said he first ordered the staff to.sereen 
this and other programs more than a year ago, after the 
weekly anti-Communist newsletter, 'Counterattack', charged 
oe BRAND had also supperted Communist front organizations. 


"IT talked with BRAND- at told him emphatically 
that WNYC wanted no part of singers or musicians who were 
linked to such groups,' SIEGEL told ane N.Y. genal-snerican: 


"TBRAND admitted he had apoenred.. before the organi- 
zations named by "Counterattack", but he said he appeared only 
as a paid performer. He not only denied he was a,Communist, 
but said he was. opposed to Communism and was not connected 
with any subversive group.' 


"BRAND is listed by the official bulletin of People's 
Songs,. March 1946, as a member of the Advisory Committee of, 
the’ organization named a Communist front by the ee 
Committee. : 


"SIEGEL said ‘BRAND was a non-salaried master of 


ceremonies whose program was retained 'on a month to. month 
basis pew , ; ; 


=j6= 
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"The | following Confidential “Taformants, of known | 
reliability, had no information concerning the a dca 
T-12, qr -13, T-14, T-15, Boley and be 17. 


oe Aoki vities 
Activities in Radio 


‘The "Daily Worker" for October 29, 1948 reflects 
on page 13, columns 3. and 3, an article. which, in effect, 
urged the readers to tune’in on the subject's. radio show 
on WNYC. 


The "Daily Worker" dated May 3, 1949 reflects an 
article on page 13, column 3, which stated that OSCAR BRAND © 
has been engaged by CBS to work on the folk music to be used’ 
on the next production of the CBS Documentary Unit being 
written by NORMAN CORWIN. According to this article, OSCAR 
BRAND was currently presenting. the "Folk Song Festival" on: 
Radio Station WNYC and was active on behalf of the Eolk Music 
bec hon of WNBT's Americana Series. _— 7 


The "Daily Worker" dated July 13, 1949 , page 11, 
column 3, reflects an article entitled, "CORWIN's New 
Documentary 'Citizens of the World'", which ‘reflects that = 
CBS presénted. the new NORMAN CORWIN.Documentary,. "Citizens .. 
of the World", based on the work of individuals in the inter- 
national organizations established by the United Nations. 
Among the individuals who aided in the above production was 
OSCAR BRAND, who contributed a song. 


-The "New York Times" dated June By. 1950, page 8X, 


"reflects that the program, "OSCAR BRAND, Folk Songs", appears 
-on Radio Station WNYC at 6 p.m. on Sunday evenings... . ; 


The "New York Times" dated March 25, 1951 vedlebta 
on page 14X, column 7, that OSCAR BRAND would present a 
program of folk songs at 6 p.m. over New York City Municipal ; 


. Radio Station WNYC on that date. 


Miscellaneous Activities 
The "Daily Worker dated ee 28, 1948, page 13, 


column 3, reflects a photograph of the subject with the 
caption, "OSCAR BRAND, young American Balladeer, will be 
4 : , ‘ 


ye Ca 


sp TS, Sh ae. Fs ——_—- 
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"featured in a folk songs and blues concert to be presented 
at the Village Grove, 100 7th Avenue South, Friday evening, 
January 30, at 8:30 p.m. This will be the first in the 
series of informal. gatherings by the Folk Song Concert 
Series ..." 


The “Daily Worker" dated December 10, 1948 reflects 


on page 12, column 3, a photograph of the subject captioned, 


"OSCAR BRAND will emcee the 'Folk Festival'for Freedom! 
rogram at the Panel Ballroom, 13 Astor Place, tonight at 
230." 


_ The "Daily Worker" dated December 7, 1949 reflects 
an advertisement on page 8, column 5, captioned, "Let's Have 
an Old-Fashioned Hootenanny", which was to be held on- 
December 9, 1949 at the Penthouse, 13 Astor Place, New York 
City. Among the entertainers scheduled to appear at the 
above affair was OSCAR BRAND.. c ; 


Background and Description 


— Meg Confidential Informant T-1 advised on March 26, 
1951, that] OSCARABRAND.. who has resided at 300 West 12th 
Street, New York City, since January 9, 1947, was born 


,february 7, 1920, at Winnipeg, Canada; that his wife, URSULA 


RAND, resides with subject at that address. Informant 


ygntes that subject has Social Security Number 125-09-7362. 


nformant advised that subject is a member of Local 802, 
American Federation of Musicians, New York City. Informant 
could furnish no further~background information and could. 


not advise as to subject's business or professional affilia- 


tions. 
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Miss' CLARISSA DONAHUE, Administration Office, New 
York City Municipal Radio Station WNYC, Municipal Building, 
Manhattan, New York, advised on March 26, 1951 that OSCAR 
BRAND is currently featured ona one-half hour Sunday program 
from 6 to 6:30 p.m. Miss DONAHUE stated that GUNTHER LAWRENCE 
writes the script for the above show, which consists of a: ~ 
folk- song program. 


Miss CONSTANCE JESSELSON, Program Department, New 
York City Municipal Broadcasting Station WNYC, advised that 
subject has had the above half-hour radio program on. WNYC 
for the past several years. She stated that subject is not 
employed by WNYC, and BRAND does not receive remuneration for © 
his weekly Sunday radio program over WNYC. She stated that 


‘GUNTHER LAWRENCE writes the scripts for the above. program 


and was believed by her SQ. have been. formerly eae re by 


- WNYC.~ 


ere Informant T-19,. of known reliability, 


-advised that he had no information concerning the subject. 


+ 


The following description. of the subject was ob- 


tained from Confidential Informants T-1 and T-20, of unknown ~ 


reliability, but who is an acquaintance of the subject: 


Name: ; OSCAR BRAND | 
Sex: = Male es 
Race: — ° White 
Age: . 31 (born February 2, mats 
SA yt Winriipeg, Canada) 
Residence: - 300 West 12th Street, 

- Manhattan, New. York. 
Height: . © 6F . 

_ Weight: ee . 170 lbs. 
Build: Slim 

ui Hate. - a Dark brown kivaey: 

Eyes: Brown (wears glasses) 

_. Occupation: Entertainer, (folk- -song ‘singer ) 
- Marital Status: Married ° 
_ Relatives: - Wife, URSULA. BRAND 

' Country of Birth: Canada 

- PENDING -. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


‘Confidential Informant T-4 advised that on- 
October 15, 1940 the name of one OSCAR BRAND appeared on 
the membership list of the American Students Union at. 


' Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, New York. 


: , It is to be noted that the American Students Union 
has been cited as a Communist front organization by the. 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities, United States 
House of Representatives, in its report dated March 29, 1944, . 
page 159. . ‘a aw _ 8 


On May 1, 1950, Confidential Informant T-18, of © 
known reliability, advised that OSCAR BRAND, WNYC's "Shoeless 
Troubadour", was among a group of individuals scheduled to 
speak at a rally which was being held for the DARRELL family 


‘ on April 27, 1950 at Public School 88, Bronx, New York. This 


informant stated that the above fally was being held. to back 


. the right of a Negro family ~- the DARRELL family - to live at 


200. Marcy Place, Bronx, New York. Informant stated that this 
rally was sponsored by the Committee Against Discrimination, 
Sephardic Jewish Center, 122 East 169th Street, Bronx, New | 
York. ic a: A : ‘ 


Hie 
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LEADS 
NEW YORK - 
At New Yorks New York . 


‘WALI ences Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, 70 Columbus Avenue, New York City, relative to 
any information regarding subject's citizenship status. 
Will ascertain other radio employments of subject. 


; Will await Bureau! s decision regarding FD- Le which 
has been submitted. : ; 


ye 


= 15- - 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


‘The identities of the Confidential Informants men-" 


' tioned in the. report of SA HENRY C. -RUDA, dated at New York, 


Beets 9, 1951, are as follows: 


T=1 


Th 


Tad 


T-6 


1-8 
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Mrs. GRACE GRANGER, Local 802, 
American Federation of } Musicians, 
1265 6th Avenue, Manhattan, New 
York City, who was contacted by 
the writer. Mrs. GRANGER, it will 
be noted, is a relative of SA JOHN 
C. STOKES, who requested her 
identity. be kept confidential. 


Pretext telephone call to Cheiieen 2- 
0649, residence of OSCAR BRAND, 300° 
West léth Street, Manhattan, New York. 


LOUIS F. BUDENZ, former Managing 


Editor, "Daily. Worker", and a 
Communi st Party functionary until 
October 1945. 


Bureau of Special Services and In- 
vestigation, New York City Police. 
Department, contacted. by SA AUGUST 
J. MICEK,. 


who made available 


information.in the form of a group — 
of issues of. "People! s Songs" to 
“SA's BENJAMIN.O. CANTY and WILLIAM 
W. -STICKIE, which information is 
available in the - files of. ‘the New 
York Office. ‘ 


-16- 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS (Cont'd) 


Baltimore Confidential Informant 


JR., as 


who made the information 


“available to SA JESSE C. PARKER, 


set forth in Baltimore 


letter to the Bureau dated 
December, 30, 1949. 


es 


FRANK PULASKI, 240 Sullivan Street, 
New York City, radio and television 


actor, and: formerly staff announcer, — 


WNYC, New York, who was interviewed 
by SA ALBERT J. KLEIN. 


a by SA EDWARD W. 


econ by SA EDWARD W. 


gee contacted by SA RICHARD T. 
TOENCY, : 


contacted by SA RICHARD T.- 


(_ _] contacted by SA RICHARD 1. 


CLANCY. 


CLANCY, 


contacted by SA RICHARD Tf; | 


[J contacted by SA RICHARD H. 
BLASSER. ia oe 


| 


who made the information. 
e to SA CHARLES A. DONELAN. 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS (Cont'd) "- 


T-20 CONSTANCE JESSELSON, Program Depart- 

; . ment, New York City Municipal Radio, 
‘WNYC, Municipal Building, Manhattan, 
New York, who was contacted by the 
writer and who requested her identity | 
be: kept confidential with regard to 
certain information furnished. 


REFERENCE: Bureau letter to New York, 11/8/50. 


-18- 
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-Ofie Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


‘TO: Director, FBI : DATE: ca 9, 1951 
“fp FROM : SAC, NY 
: a 


‘SUBJECT: OSCAR BRAND 


R i SM-C | . ey 
Ny (Bufile 100-370969) ne ge 


X -. It is recommended that a Security Index Card. be prepared on the , 
above captioned individual. 


The Security Index Card on the captioned tndividual should be. 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) | 


NAME OSCAR BRAND 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS’ 300 9 12th Street, Manhattan, New ‘York 


BUSINESS ADDRESS. (Show name of employing concern and address )._. 


7, PR tt 1951 


‘ | a ay 
HCR:LEJ | a : 
100- 09586 


66 APR es 
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c “gage White sex_Male NATIVE BORN_____ NATURALIZED____—__—sALIEN are 
: AN COMMUNIST, Xx _ soclaList WORKERS PARTY____INDEPENDENT. SOCIALIST LEAGUE___ 
mo 3 MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) | <r er a 

“TAB FOR DETCOM. UB FOR couse “ 

DATE OF BIRTH. 2/7/20 PLACE OF BIRTH Winnipeg. Canada | 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES1iGATION 


THis cASEORIGINATEDAtT NEW YORK NY rite no. 100-99586 PMC : ASR 


REPORT MADE BY. 


HENRY C.. RUDA 


REPORT MADE AT 


NEW YORK 


DATE WHEN 


46 /BR 61 | 72338711, 21, 


'2939/6~8,,12/51 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SECURITY MATTER = C 


Subject has derivative citizenship wm NY 
through father's naturalization , 4 EN 
3/23/37, EDNYe BRAND continues Z2Ma 
in non-remunerative position as master YH 5 sis 
=“of ceremonies for WNYC's "Folksong ra fa & N\ 
Festival" and is employed as a "free <a, 8% 
lance" radio and television entertainer Baa a 
through his agent, GUNTHER LAWRENCE, 2 is U2 eal 
h7 West 63rd Ste, N¥Ce Subject ReAaS 
associated with following Communist aaa 


organizations: "People's artists, Inc." 
in 1949; "Young People's Records, Inc.” 
in 1947 to 1950; "Young:Progressives 

of America” in 1919; "Distributive 
Workers Union" in 1951. Public protest 
in press regarding entertainers linked 
with Communist fronts appearing on 
subject's WNYC program set oute BRAND 
reported acquainted with Mrs. LOUISE 
SARANT, wife of ALFRED SARANT, alleged 
Soviet espionage agent affiliated with 
JULIUS ROSENBERG. No criminal record 
at NYC. 


Pra AAe 


2 ae Le B 2 a vasa th trast grediey. : 
Tromanns COAL A TAG ie bo Hor WRF IN THESE races Sova en fl 
aG* 


(OB T0169 |, PN 
; COPIES OF THIS REPORT } : / h ’ Q. | 
“ Bureau. (1062375669) fe 
earaiias. >| ee 
Do Hee wf 


PROPERTY OF reins QONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI! AND ARE \NOF TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED STA! EG?. 
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DETAILS: © 


rp 


The title of this report is being marked 
"Changed" so as to reflect the full name of the 
subject, OSCAR STANLY BRAND, as reflected in 

the records of the Immigration and Naturaligation 


Survien, 70 Columbus Avenue, New York City, and the name, 
OSCAR BROWN, inasmuch as the subject is professicnally known 
by that name according to the records of the Credit Bureau of © 
Greater New York. 


CITIZENSHIP 


The files of the Immigration and Naturalization 


— Service, 70 Columbus Avenue, New York City, reflect om petition, 
~ No, 219963, filed -ith the Eastern District Court, Brooklyn, 
New York, that ISIDORE ZANGWI SRAND, 4914 13th ‘Avenue, 


Brooklyn, New 


York, became a néturalized United States SA izen 


on March 23, 1937. Accordin has these records, ISIDOR RAND 


was born.on Septembe 15 
married BEATRICE. ERATION eR: 
Canada, and-had the folTowin 


MES ae 


Bhenbes a, Rovmania; he 
mber 24, 1911, at Winnipeg, 
"Gia lasen born in Canada: 
Lohe ZAMS WeslyeREM 

EDITH BRAND, born November i, 1912. 


HARRY ee born March 28, 1916. 


OSCAR STANLY BRAND, born: February 79 
1920. 


Age 


It is ‘further reflected in — a records 


that ISIDORE BRAND became a Canadian citizen in 1907, and 
entered the United Stated for permanent residence at Noyes, 


Minnesota, on 


se, 


September 21, 1923. 
EMPLOYMENT 


Confidential Informant T-1, of known reliability, | 


reported on August 29, 1951, thst the subject is the acting 
master of ceremonies on the New York radio station, WNYC, in 
-@ program which is heard every Sunday evening and entitled 
"Folksong Festival". The above informant steted that BRAND 
received no remuneration for this employment, however, the 
informant added that subject was a "free lance" radio and 


television en 
agent, GUNTHE 


ertainer who obtained his employment through his 
PRLaWEncE, 47 West 63rd Street, New York City. 


Page 30 


NY 100-99586 


The informant added that BRAND was believed to have some radio 
and television contracts for Autumn, 1951. 


COMMUNIST FRONT AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 
People's artists, Inc. 


People's Artists, Inc., was cited as a Communist 
front organization aL the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities in its 1948 report on page 392. 


On February 25, 1949, Confidential Informant 
T-2, of known reliability, made available information obtained 
from. monitoring the bank account of People's Artists, Inc., 
New York City. The above informant made available the following 
information regarding funds whigh the subject received from 
that organizations 


Date of Check: Payee Amount _ Bank 
Check OHNO’. —s ___ Cashed at 
2/3/49 . 663 OSCAR $21.75 Manufacturers' 
VBRAND _ Trust Company 
2/14/49. 668 —' *OSCAR $30.45 - Manufacturers! 
BRAND Trust Company 


Confidential Informant T- -3, of known reliability, 
also made information available obtained from monitoring 
the bank account of People's Artists, Ine, New York City, 
which information reflects funds received by the i baa during 
March and April, 1949, 


Date of Payee Amount Bank 
Check Cashed at . 
3/11/49 , OSCAR BRAND $47 85 Manufacturers! Trust 

Company 
4/T1/49 OSCAR BRAND $26.50 Manufacturers' Trust 

Company 


The above information made available by Confidential 


(atorinnite T-2 and T-3 is not to be made public except through 
the usual Psa ace following the issuance of a subpoena duces 
tecum. 


+ 
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YOUNG PROGRESSIVES OF AMERICA 


Confidential Informants T-1l2 and T-13, both of known 
reliability, have advised that the Communist Party has urged its 
members on various occasions to support the Young Progressives 
of Americas, ; 


In August, 19.8 Confidential Informant Tell, of 
known reliability, reported that the Young Progressive Citizens. 
of ‘America formally merged with and became the "backbone" of 
the Young Progressives of America in gulys 1948 at Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 


The Progressive Citizens of America was cited as 
a "new and broader Communist front in the entire United States" 
formed in September, 1946, at the direction of "Communist steer~ 


- ing committees" from the "Communist-dominated National Citizens 


Political Action Committee" and the "Independent Citizens Committee 
of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions", by the California Committee 


on UneAmerican Activities in its 19},8 report, page 35,6 


On June 22, 1949, Confidential Informant Tel, of 
known reliability, made available information reflecting that the 
Young Progressives of America were planning to hold a testimonial 
dinner for PETER\ SEEGER on June 2l:, 1919, at 13 Astor Place, New 
York Citye .The above informant stated that OSCAR BRAND was one of a 


group of individuals who:was listed as ah entertainer. for the occasione 


Confidential Informan 5S, of known reliability, 
advised on June 30, 1950 that PETE EGER was a member of the 
Communist Party in.1945.. The informant obtained this information 
from: ALEXANDE RACHTENBERG and from V. Jo} -JEROME >. .This informant 
described.. TRACHTENBERG as an official of the Communist Party and 
Veo JaATEROME as another Communist Party member. 

pth: inne hE 


ATS <n OILY mtn SERENE AON 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S RECORDS ING ¢ 


The Young People's Records, Inc., was cited as a 
Communist front. organization by the California Committee on 
Un-American Activities in its 19.8 report, pages 390 to 392. 


on March 15, 1951, Confidential Informant T-6, 
of known reliability, advised that OSCAR BRAND had been writing 


an almanac series of records fér Young People's Records, Ince 


Confidential Informant T=7, of known reliabili 
also reported that OSCAR BRAND had lent ils efforts in connection 
~with the following. records of the above Or Rani Ze SLRs 


RK aco e TA DYES be Y 


‘ 
STANML a A Raw Emer. BY me sTATICN WNYC, 


gaye 7 a a 
3 | we I i -— 
me. OO. | : 


- Qa a . : . . st > 
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"let's All Join In" - September, 1947. 

‘May Amertcan Almanac" - May, 1948. 

"December American Almanac" - December, 1946. 
"Aueust American Almenac" - August, 1949. 
"November American. Almanec" - November, 1949. 
"January American Almanac} - January, 1950. 


a NT OT 


On April 5, 1951, Comfidential Informant T-8, 
of known reliability, advised that OSCAR BRAND wes presently 
‘engaged on the New. York City radio station, WNYC, as a featured 
artist on a folksong program. i el 
This informant stated that OSCAR BRAND was said 
to be a Communist Party member in "Party" circles. ; 


According to the above informant, the subject 
was active in supporting the past presidential campaign of 
HENRY WALLACE and BRAND also appeared from time to time on the 
"Nightclub programs" of Local ¢5 of the "Distributive Trades 
Union" at 131 Hester Place, New York City. 


The "C.1.0. News", published by the Congress of - 
Industrial Organizations for February 20, 1950, page 6, Be sg 
column one, reflects that the C.1.0. Executive Board had 
expelled the United Office and Professional Workers of America 
from the Congress of Industrial Organizations effective 

March 1, 1950, for "consistent, unwavering support of the 
Communist Party". The board acted on a report by a committee 
which found that "never in the history of the UOPWA hes any 
policy been adopted which in any way runs counter © the policies 
of the Communist Party or the interests of the Soviet Union 

as those interests are reflected in the program of the 

Communist Party" 


_ Aecording to the October 22, 1950, issue of 
the "Union Voice", the UOPWA had merged with the "Distributive 
Workers Union (DWU) and "Food, Tobacco, Agricultural and 
Allied Workers" (PTAAW) in whtch a new union to be known as 
the "Distributive, Processing and Office Workers of America." 


aa 
cs 
é 
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This merger took place at the founding convention of the new 
union held at New York City on October 7, 1950. 


VY TRSRsoneiaenti ial Informant T-9, of known reliability, 
HL, has advised that Local 65 of, the Distributive Workers Union 

s (S84 is a Communist run national union made up of the Communist Party 
line locals which seceded from the Retail, Wholesale, and 
[ene Sane Union, CLlO, in the fall of 1948. 


In connection with another investigation, Bureau 
agents on July 19; 1950, interviewed ALFRED SARANT, Cayaga 
Heights Road, RFD 1, Ithaca, New York, and his wife and on that 
date SARANT executed a waiver authorizing Pureau agents to con- 
duct a search of his residence at that address. In connection 

. with this search a Bates List Finder was located and among the 
names, addresses of concerns, and telephone numbers of individuals 
inthe New York City area that appeared in the above list finder 
was the following: "BRAND, OSCAR". © 


she stated that OSCAR 1 PRAND is a folk song singer whom she 
met through BETTY SANDERS , a friend of hers, who is also a folk 
song singer. 


The "Daily Worker", an east coast Communist daily \ 

newspaper, dated April 4, 1948, Section 1, page 10, column 4, “* 

reflects an advertisement which indicated that "People's Songs", % 
Brooklyn, New York, was presentifig a program entitled "Songs 
for Action" at the St. Felix Stpreet Playhouse and among those 


S scheduled to perform was BETTYASANDERS. 
i 


ng 


People's Songs, Ine. » has been designated a 
Comment we front organization by the California Committee on 
7” Un- American: Activities in its 1948 report, page 392. 


aut i On July 10, 1951, Confidential Informant T-10, 
’ of unknown reliability, but who is in a position to have 
certain information, advised that JULIUSXROSENBERG, had confided 
|, to this informant that ALFRED SARANT was’ a "member of his organ- 
ization", The above, informant understood this quoted phrase 
to mean that SARANT was a Soviet espionage agent and was co 
( affiliated with the Rosenberg Soviet espionage apparatus 4 
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It is, to be noted that JULIUS | ROSENBERG was 
gentenced to the death penalty on April 5, 1951, for conspiracy — 
to commit espionage. 


ALFRED SARANT, on August 9, 1951, according to 
information furnished by Mr. DONALD HAYNS, Tuscon, Arizona, 
fled the United States. 


Confidential Informant T-10 had further advised 
that ALFRED SARANT is currently believed to be in Eure. 


The "Journal American" dated August 6, 1951, 
contains an article by HOWARD RUSHMORE entitled "Loyalty Probers 
Sane to: ae in which is stated in part as follows: 


"Prequent appearance of entertainers linked 
with Communist front groups on municipally owned radio station 
WNYC is being probed by Senate Committee investigators, it was 
learned today. 
m "Testimony has been given before executive sessions 
. of the Senate Sub Committee on Internal Security concerning 

the tax supported station and particularly a folk song program 
headed by OSCAR BRAND. 


; "Witnesses told the Senate Investigators the. 
Communist Party for years had utilized such folk song programs 
to feature Red ernertainers and songs which carried the party 
line in their lyrics. 


"BRAND, who has Apaeaves before Communist branch 
meetings as an entertainer, had TONYAKRABER as his guest of 
honor . on last night's 'Folk Song Festival’ on WNYC. 


"KRAPER was introduced by BRAND as a 'CBS 
executive! whose hobby is ‘revolutionary war songs'. A witness 
testified recently before a Senate sub committee here that 
KRADER over a period of 10 years had been connected with such 
Communist fronts:as the American League for Peace and _Democracy, 
| 
imerican Writers, Congress, Jefferson School, sear bien Songs and 
the theatre Arts: Committee. 


; "BRAND has acknowledged that he appeared. before. 
Communist and pro-Communist front groups but @ecerding to — 


‘ p 
SEYMOUR N.JSBIGEL, WNYC Director, BRAND has denied being a 
‘Communist. 
-7- 
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The "Daily Compass" dated August 7, 1951, contains 
an article entitled "McCarran Detects Something Revol ting in 
Songs on City Radio" in which it is stated that the American 
Internal Security Committee is investigating allegations of 
sutversive infiltration in the radio industry. According to 
this article "OSCAR BRAND, who conducts {Folksong Festival' 
every Sunday nightat 6 over WNYC, was. under brisk discussion 
Guring recent meetings of a MeCarran subcommittee here......" 


The above article further stated that TONY 
KRAPER, who is associate director of special events in the 
News Department of the Columbia Broadcasting System, appeared 
on subject's recent radio program as a guest artist. It is 
further obtained from the article that KRABER has recently 
published a record album of American Revolutionary War Songs. 


The ‘Journal American" dated August 7, 1951 
conteins an article entitled "Protest Leftists on Poet Ss Radio" 
in which is stated in part as follows: 


"An anti-Communist committee of veterans and 
civic leaders today asked Mayor Impellitteri to investigate 
appearance of entertainers linked with Communist fronts on 
tax-supported radio station WNYC........." 


; "The New York Journal American revealed yesterday 
that: OSCAR BRAND, master of ceremonies for WNYC's !Folksong 
Festival' had as "nis guest of honor on last icin le broadcast 

a guitar player named TONY KRABER." 


: Regarding TONY KRABER, it is to be noted that 
the "Daily. Worker" dated September Li. 1947, page 8, reflects: 
that TONY KRABER, guitar player, was an entertainer "for People's 
Songs. 


The "Daily Worker" dated May 7, 1 1948, page &, 
reflects TONY KRABER was an entertainer for the American League 
for. Peace and Democracy. 


The American':League for Peace and Democracy 
as been declared a Communist organization by the Attorney 
General as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 
The organization known as People's Songs has been previously 
identified in this report. 


ee 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


Confidential Informant T-11, of known reliability, 
advised on August 29, 1951, that the files of he Payroll. 
Department, | Radio Station WCBS , 485 Madison Avenue, New York 
City, contain no record of any ’ previous SuLOyELS of OSCAR 
BRAND with that radio station. 


Miss HOPE TRAVIS, personnel director, Radio 
Station WNBC, 20 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City, advised on 
August 29, 1951, that no record of any past employment of the 
subject could be located in the files of this company. 


The records of the Bureau of Marriage Licenses, 
/ York City, reflect on certificate No 24164, that OSCAR 
HBRAND,.39 HastghOth Street, New York City, was married to 


DRENNAW + 10th Street, New York City, on 
Santenbe 23, 194 ait: New York City. , 
MRS. O.SGAR Shiau. . | 


According to these records, the subject stated 


‘that he was born on February 7, 1920, at Winnipeg, Canada. 


that he was employed as 2a writer for the United States Army; 

thaythis was his first marriage; and that his father, ISIDORE , 
Z¢ABRAND, was born .-Roumanie and his mother ,. BEATRICE¥SCUULMAI Brand 
fed-béeen ‘Born _in.Russia. ' oe 


Subject's wife stated on these records hat she 
was born on March 27, 1920, in cre York City; that she was 
employed as a secretary an a t] en ASA eg THOMAS A SRENNAN, 
and her mother , GLADYS. MANAG, poth” béén born in the United 
States. The subject and Ais wife both indicated on these 
records that neither had been Te beforey 

ARS. Thimad DRG Renae 

The files of the Board of Election Records, 

New York City, reflect that in 1950, 98CAR BRAND, 300 West 12th 
Street, New York City, registenednin” that election stating 

that he was 30 years of age, married, that he resided 16 years 
in the State, and that he had been porn in Canada. 


ae ' It was further reflected in these records that 
the subject's wif 7] UBSULA ) AND, of the above address also 
registered for the "1950: election stating that she was married, 
that she had resided’ in the state and city for 21 plus years, 
and that she was 21 plus years of age. 
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According to these records the subject and his 
wife registered in the 1947, 1948, 1949, and 1950 elections, 
both indicating a preference for one of the ma jor political 
parties. . 


The records of the Credit Bureau of New York 
City, which were checked by SA GORDON C. LUND, reflect that 
OSCAR BRAND, 300 West leth Street, Apartment 3-H, has a 
satisfactory credit rating and that he is employed in a non- 
remunerative position with the New York City radio station, 
WNYC, at the Municipal ae eae New York City. 


According to these records, the subject previously 
resided at 39 East 10th Street, New York City: his wife is 
a photographers model registered with John Robert Powers Agency, 
New York City, and the subject maintains a bank account in © 
the Marine Midland Bank, 130 Chambers Street, New York CLE « 
it was further reflected on these records that the subject. 
is also known professionally by the name of OSCAR BROWN. 


The Criminal Division of the New York City 


Police Department, which was checked by SA AUGUST J. MICEK, 
reflected no record of the subject. 


= Ob S BD ex. 


~~ 1 - 


f 
ie 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


Confidential Informant mentioned in the report of 
SA HENRY C. RUDA, New-York, dated Sfp 27 195] .» are as 
follows: eke \ 


“[-1 Pretext telephone call made to GUNTHER 


TH5 LOUISXEUDENZ,, former Communist. Party |. = 
member and former managing editor of the 
Daily Worker", who is at the present time 
an assistant professor at Fordham University, 
New York City. Mr. BUDENZ was interviewed 
by SA WILLIAM J. MeCARTHY. a 


tT] om 


| 
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ADMINISTRATIVE Jeonty fs +) 
T=8 7nd furnished information to 


SA EDWARD | Me BUCKLEY o 
T-9 DIO,’ Taira Naval District, New York City. 


T-10 i a | who was interviewed by SA JOHN A. 
| HARRINGTON and SA ROBERT F. ROYALe 


To11 A pretext telephone call made by the writer 
to Miss MARY GAGNAN, payroll Department, 
WCBS, 485 / Madison Avee, New York City. 


T-12 contacted by SA CHARLES 

7 HEINER 
T=13 —Jooneactes by SA RICHARD H. BLASSER« 
T=1y [___] contacted by SA ARTHUR HE. DOOLEY. 


IBENTITY OF SE's 


The records of INS, 70 Columbus Avenue, New York 
City, were checked by SH ROBERT M. HALLe 


The files of the Board of Blections, New York City, 
were checked by SE CLINTON E. POLLOCK. 
REFERENCE 

Report of SA HENRY C. RUDA, New York, |/9/51e. 
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ate es FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 


Form No.1 


Be: 


Oo ae 


fBiRY C. RUDA 


REPORT MADE AT 


NEW YORK 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT; MADE BY 


(ieee esi sek 
16 6-8 51 


Vie 1951 
™E. Changed; © 

OSCARASTANLY BRAND 
Osdgr / Brown ; 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


Subject has derivative sdoteutaiic \ 3,1 
through father's naturalization, ae 
3/23/27, EDNY. ERAND c@ntinues 

in non-remunerative position as master 

of ceremonses for WNYC ?s> oe 


ieee ein toe wing See tes : 
organizations: iple's Artists, Inc." 

in 1949; "Young People! s. Records, Inc." 

in 197’ 66 19503 "Grogressive Citizens 

of America!! in tou "Distributive _ 
Workers Union" in 51. Fublic protest in? 
press regarding entertainers linked with 
Communist fronts Appearing on subject's 

WNYC program set fout.. ‘BRAND reported 
acquainted with Mfrs. LOWISE SARANT, wife 


of ALFRED SARANJ, alleged, Soviet espionage 
agent affiliate with JULAUS ROSENBERG. 


\ “boii 


' a + oe 
{ APPROVED AND 


FORWARDED: 4 LELeA 
; 


oA ec 
OCT E tay 
-* New York - 13 


Oe Fz 


oneeary OF FBI-THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
« “TO WHICH LOANED. 


WU. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—-59255-1 
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THIS CASE eee 7\ NEW 3 YORK NY FILE NO. 16069986 PMC . 


° 


The Progressive Citizens of America was cited as 
a "new and broader Communist front in the evitire United States" 
formed in September, 1946, at the directiorf of "Communist 
steering committees" frem the "Communist-dpminated National 
Citizens Political Actiow Committee" and the "Independent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, ScYences, and Professions", by the 
California Committee on UrkaAmerican Activities in its 1948 
report, page 354. ' . f 


On June 22, 19h9, confidgntial Informant T-4, 
of known reliability, made aveilable information reflecting 
that the Young Frogressives of\ Americajwere planning to hold a 
testimonial dinner for PETERASNEGER orf June 24, 1949, at . 
13 Astor Place, New York City. \The above informant stated that 
OSCAR BRAND was one of a group Of individuals: who was listed 
as an entertainer for that o¢casilon. atte , 


Confidential Informant, 1-5, of known reliability, 
advised on June 30, 1950, that PETHNXSEEGER was a member, of 
the Communist Party in 1945. The driformant obtained this 
information from ALEXANDER VRACHTZNBHRG and from V. J. JERONE. 
This informant described TRACHTENBERG\as an official of the _ 
Communist Party and V. 2d ROME fas another Communist._Party..<* 
member. “= - / ° 

Young People's Records 


eee 
Young People's jRecords, Ing., was cited as a 
Communist front organization by the California Committee on. 
Un-American Activities in itg 1948 report, \pages 390 to 392. 


On March 15,/1951, Confidentigl Informant T-6, 
of known reliability, adviged that OSCAR BRAND had been writing 
an almanac series. of recorfs for Young People s Records, Inc. 


| Confidential Informant 1-7, of known reliability, 
also reported that OSCAR/BRAND had lent his efforts in connection 
with the following recoyds of the above organization: 


per 


ZADIO INDUSTRY 
i Ly EMPLOYED BY. Stptlown WM YC 

t : ae t i B Mes th . i eg tS SUNNTE EMI BR ES TH MESS A 
OSCR Siar ge) 
a 


i Se 
j 
7 on 


! 
! 
) 


r 
: a, 
ga” « ® fe" 
6 <-  ¢@ ae 
fh tas Og 
as 


#FOIA(b) (7%) = (D) 


NY 100-99586 : 
\ “ADMINISTRATIVE ‘(cont 'a. ) 


CONFIDENTIAL INF FORMANTS (cont'd: Of . ) 
. / 
T-& eee furnished informatifn to 
.  SAEDWARD W. BUCKLEY. / 


/ ; : : 4 
é 


ae 
T+9 DIO, ‘fhira Naval District, NewYork City. 


7-10 \who was interviewed Py SA JOHN A. 
HARRINGTON and SA ROBERT ee 
d 


T- Ad A Lae oe i ectarieitt eall e by the writer.  - : 
to Miss MARY GAGNAN, payroll department, a 


WCES, 485 Madison Avenue New York. City. - 

IDENTITY OF SPECLAL EMPLOYERS ‘s 
The Records of Immigration Jleturelization Service: oa 

70 Columbus Avenue, New York wees wi : 7 i: 
M, HALL. \ 
és ” ° 


The files oF ae ee of Elgetions Records, New York 


oS in | | | \ 
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SAC, Hew York (100+99566) — @ebober 22, 1951 . - 
Director, FBI 


OSCAR STANLY BRAND, wa. : 
SECURITY MATTER ~C 0 } 
RECORDED - 139 Bufite 2100-37099 ‘ | 


— Re report ef Special Agent flenry C. fuda dated, Septesber 27, - » 
1951. e = | | 


‘It is noted that the synopsis of referenced report reflects 
that the subject's father was naturalized on 3-23=27 wheress the 
details of the report reflect his naturalization as 3-23-37, The. 


Burean should be advised which cof these dates is correct. 


On page 4 of referenced report the Progressive Citizens of 
Ameriea Is cited and thereafter information concerning the Young 
Progressives of America is set out. The information concerns two 
separate organizations end, therefore, you aré requested to make 
the appropriate changes so that the report will be correct, Corrected ; : 
pages should bo submitted to the Bureau and the copies of this. report i 
Maintained in your office should be corrected accordingly. . & 
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; Cae j 
re FORM NO, 64 
7 _ 3 
; Z 


01 : Bas New York | ea 
oO wooo 
SECURITY MATTER - C. 
ae 


een 
We, _-—~ ReBulet New York, 10/22/51, and rerep SA HENRY CG. 
oR ay New York, 9/27/51e 


Enclosed herewith are corrected copies of pages.1, 
and 12 of rerep. These pages have already been substituted in 


the New York file copies and it is requested that the Bureau 
replace these pages in their copies of instant reporte 


Enels..= 15 


eae | 


{Me-t ¥ ce ibe, ei 4 Set — 


woe 


HCR:ASR. 
100-99586 


a i 


by” * Director, FBI (100=370969) H DATE: Decenber 12, 1951 


forte | 6 " panes SELES ? 
yn. o | 
H es Ce } 
| iw 

- ‘ . b a 


POX Mv, 2 KN 41952 e 
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< FD-122 


Sy (1-2-81) 
| Office Pt en ee * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


os 
STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


si - ; Director, FBI (100~370969) pate, February 5, 1952 

¢ FROM‘; SAC, oe York (100-9586) 

iit. OSCAR oo ‘ 
“| SECURITY MATTER - C Card U.T.D. 

“i G-0-FP 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be ai a on the 
above-captioned individual. 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


ei Name Oscar STan/ 


as 


Bran 


ALIASES 


ant OS. 


NATIVE BORN —_—sNAT'URALIZED__X 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY. “INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) | 


TAB FOR DETCOM Les TAB FOR COMSAB . RACE SEX 


DATE OF BIRTH: ee — PLACE OF BIRTH 

ee Tae ee Se ee ee ae 
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show nameof employing concern and address) Master of Céwmonies e 
ot Be 20 CuI — 
and Free Lance: '¥ntertainer -“% 


a 


Song Festivaf® WYC,“Municipal Bldg NY, NY. 


-* 63 : 
_ Gunthe Lawrence, 7 West 63rd Street, NYC 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


a il (ae 


rete 


LOE EX-125 ; FEB. 7 185 
lDuinn hoy 2 


DS hd a 
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- STANDARD FORM NO. 64 L/ LU 2 FD-122 


* = (1-2-51) 
CS VY | 


Office Memorandum ° UNITED STA...) GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI (100-370969) ~ DATE: },/2/53 


monte ac, New York (100-99586) 


SUBJECT: OSCAR onan BRAND Wa $ 
S.M.- C 4 


f - It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 


above-captioned individual. 


a The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify ohnnae only) 
NAME | 
ALIASES 
go 2 2) 
ins ot bec 
> oo 
= (Fp) 
= co Bi 
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN = Ww rm 


COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT, SOCIALIST = "LEAGUE 


oO ors ae 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) = 
TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 


DATE OF BIRTH ‘PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


ty 


zy og 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS Plun Point Hotel, New Windsor, NewYork 


Also maintains apartment at 300 We ieth. Street, New York, NewYork 


ee ae ° 


NOT REGORD2D 


“J 


a C) : 3 Ch = tae, 


(1-2-51) 


Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO =: Director, FuI (100-370969) DATE: 10/16/53 
(Cor ee. “Card U.T.Ds 
: SAC, New a (100-99586) _ . Maes F J 
SUBJECT: OSCAR STANLY BRAND, wa | : I 
ak Sie #UNAVAILABLE eorsae 
gl! 
| ff _ It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 


above-captioned individual. 


xX The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: ian change only) 


NATIVE BORN. NATURALIZED _ ALIEN 
_ COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY. INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


‘ 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) Out of Country 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 


“DATE OF BIRTH ‘PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


| b- JS 70707 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS _ 


c/ o Hotel De La-Vigne 
asiniine La Vigne 


NY 


Paris 6, France , Rot Teenie 


7 OCU 19. ae 


| c¥* tay 
@ SSNovi2t i 
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f . —— 64 ss ‘ Soe 
: Ofc Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT - 
TO ; Director, FBI (1004370969) “3 DATE: 10/13/53 


SAC, New York, (200-9586) 


y q 
OSCAR.STANLEY BRAND, ‘was: 
Oscar’Brown 


SM-C . hr, 

one OSCAR STANL-BRIMD 

N This. is to adyiee that the subject telephone answering service § 

s)./ advised on 10/9/53 that the subjects forwarding address from 10/6 to 11/7 5 
in c/o Hotel De La~Vigne, 1 Rue Casiniive La Vigne, Paris 6, France. 


Mre WILLIAM LANE, Pan American Airways, New York City, whose name 54 
COBRAND 


ai should be kept confidential, advised on 10/9/53 that the subject, 0: OSCAR S 
I Newburgh, New York had departed from the United States via Pan Américan Airways, 


“¥ Flight #070 at 1 pm on 10/9/53 from NY International Airport, N¥C, for London 
England and that he has a roundtrip ticket, however, he had no return’reservation. 


yo) — 
; . It is noted that the subject is the subject of a sncinity index card . 
Vjmaintained by the New York Office. 


Bh 
3 Washington Field Office is requested to ve a stop with the United. 
» States Customs Service so that this office may be notified when the subject 
np returns to the United Statens 
Ey ‘ q 
8 For the dntocentien of the Washington Field Office the eubiact was 


} 
B. 2 born 2/7/20 at Winnipeg, Canada and was naturaliged in the Eastern District Court, 
E  -Brooklyn, NY on 3/23/37. He is a "free lance" radio and television entertainer 

5 H nd Was last employéd as Master of Ceremonies at radio station, WNYC, Municipal 
a. mS ilding, NYC. i a is 33 years ora, ial 180 pounds, dark social hair and 
o8 wears glasses. i 

2 PR : 

wfS ae LL mvroRts ae 4 LONTAINED a 

g * A ‘ an ae QeiED °, . 
"8 | | ~ HEREIN 1S URGLISS! ae 
DATE -24: BY. 


2~ Washington Field Office 


CBF: ACK “8 Le’ | ~ ko att | 
RECORDED - % " ¢ dllts.§, 31 0 Gua J 

| ED- 8 ~~ 
pled ~ INDEXED - SS RY ‘ rib , iy.» 
AM~ pars FZ sf if 


~ 
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7%. 126 Director: 


Office.ef Security 
Department of State 
“615 = 22nd Street, Northwest 
Washingten, De Co eo 


From: John Edgar aoe arid 
. Federal Bureau o vestigation. 
| ALL INFORMA TOF 1 CONTAINED 
Subjects OSCAR. STANLEY BRAND wish OMEIED 
| SECURITY MATTER - CC ~ BEREIN 1S URCLAS Side 
ONTE se #184 


Information has been received to the effect that 
the above-captioned individual, the subject of a security 
investigation by this Bureau, departed via Pan American 
Airways, Flight Number 070 on October 9, 1953, from the 
New York International Airports New eniie New York, en route 
to London, England 


I am enelosing for your internatian: one copy fag 
of the following reports reflecting the results of an 
investigation conducted of Brand by this Bureaus 


Report. of Special Agent Henry C. Ruda 
dated April 9, 1951, at New York. 


Report of Special Agent Henry C. Ruda 
/ dated September. 275 1951, at. New York. 
/ 


Pe 


‘I would appreciate the receipt of any information 
that. may/eone to your attention regarding Brand's activities. 
while trav ‘eding abroad. 


EneYpqure:.. Pp, on 

Tolson 4 

* ee = “hegal.! asad u/enofferty 
London, Englaind ; 


Nichols 
cis Bee - Legal’“Attache (w/enofafy 


as France 


P= 
: ° 
a 
%- 
3 


Winterrowd -— ¢ bas ey hee Desk 


Tele. Room — 


weds ee 


[ 
| 
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100-370969- 7 | BY spectaL messencen (4 | 
RECORDED - v | 

Dates: | Nevember 105. 1953 

Tos Mr... Dennis Re Flinn. 


( SBCCRITY INFORMATION + ceupzpg““z13 
| 


wer 


- @c¢ » Director (w/enclafgure) BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 
: Central Intelligehce Agency 

2430.8 Street, Northwest. 

Washington, Ds Cs 


attentions Deputy Director, Plans 


| 
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SECURITY. INFORMATION-cexPtpayerte | 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 
REPORT MADE at nie wet PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY JAG 
: 7 10/29;11/2 
Washington, D.C. {11-16-53 ad 9511/2/53 | 55 LAWRENCE A, CONDATORE 


ae 
OSCAR“STANLEY BRAND, wa. 


Oscar™B Brown 


a 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SHCURITY MATT&R - C 


sa a ra 
4 “SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: | r 6 e50, REC'D a 
. of . ) i ay 

ge m 


Sub ject obtained Passport Number 6155 on Merc Boek Ga 
1953, for purpose of traveling to France, Italy and 
England collecting material’ to be used in articles 

ie intended to prepare for "The Saturday Review.' 


Vt, APPROPRIATE AGENCIE (7 
; (o"5 “ee RUC ASD FIELD OFFICES © x | 
| ALVISED BY ROUTING “RITA. 
SLIP ( (38) oF Deel £: . 
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D.C, DATE_-//- 


Lg 


The files of the Passport Office, United States 
Department of State, reviewed by Special Employee C. GILMORE 
SNOWDEN on October 29, 1953, disclosed ‘that OSCAR STANLEY 
BRAND was issued Passport: Number 61554 on March 30,’ 1953, 
for a proposed four weeks travel to France, Italy: and 
England for the purpose of collecting folk music for 
magazine articles and concerts. In his Passport file 
appears a letter from BRAND dated March 23 #1953, stating | 
that the survey would be used for articles: he ° ‘intended to / . 
prepare for "The Saturday Review.' 3 V 


Subject stated in his Passport application dated 
March 23, 1953, at New York City, that he’ intended to 


HP ‘i 
os eee DESTROYED Y, * eA BY goes 


~ sSPECIAL AGENT P 
™ ie. _IN-CHARGE _ 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT - “Wa, 
()- Bureau (100 “soa, 
3 - New York — 5 
(100- 99586) (RM) on 
2- eo fege Field 


i 
t 
| 
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WFO 1100-28506 


depart on or about Aprit.29371953,: from the International 

Airport, New York City, aboara the British Overseas Airlines, 

In this Passport application the subject listed his mailing address 
‘and. permanent residence as Favela jini New Windsorn, New York.- 


In his passport rite: ‘fie “subject stated he immigrated 
to the United States. in..1923 at. New ¢¥ork .- ,;¢ity, residing, 
continuously from 1923 to 1953 in New York ss ag derived 
citizenship through the naturalization of his #REHES is 1D0Re 
ZANGWILLABRAND, on March 23, 1937, at pages New York5— ~~ 
under c rT sificate Number 1)7595. es 


‘In regard to the subject's parents the application 
indicates his father is ISID ZANGWILL BRAND, born Romania, 
and his mother is BEATE GOXSRAND, born in Russia, “bo 
residing at 1322 - Lith Street Brooklyn; New York, Recinnaitad . fporn | 

a —_—— | 
| 
{ 


BRAND listed his former wife, URSULA AM 2 
was born March 27, ae at New York cit and who resides at 
39 Hast 10th Stree éw York City, and whom he married on 


September 23, 1945, Atcording to the application this marriage iy | 
was annulled in December, 1952. WKS, 0S¢a8 STAN EPEOF - 


. 55 J Wisneas to this Passport was CLEA THB who is | 
not related to the subject and resides at 5 Charles Street, 
New York City. , | 
a - -- : 
‘The following description was obtained from the ; 
subject's Passport application: | 
Sex: Male 
‘Date of Birth: February 7, 1920 
Place of Birth: Winnepeg, Canada 
iHeight: | G23" 
‘Byes: Brown 
Hairs Black 
‘Occupation: Writer - entertainer 
‘Marks: Birthmark near left eye. 
, ; | 
| ia 
| 
=, C25, 
a rn a TL —%! 
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ye 2 Se : ne x 
LR me we BS “Gu TOtoe Bee OHMS Sith ae 
r FEDER 2AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
¥orm No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT be in ie Yeee 
REPORT MADE AT rae ares ID FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


€éahing ESS, 91%. aa-ie~g 64 10/29511/4/53 


TTFLE 


CBCAR & PAE BP 
Ganar Srows | 


Arty eye Ee OTS By : 
; Wed pak AEE wet 


tt ET ce 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


‘gained Peaepert Hucver 61554 ob Hegeh 30, 
1. LAP EESe Gt eravel ing to Prange, Ztady ‘and 
Sine ay a. leeting materiel te be used in articles 
ne intendsd te propare for “fhe Saturday Review.” 


aoe 


DRBATLOS AP GayEiHeFON, Bc. 


“the f£ikoa of thea Fagepert office, Yaited Grasea 
Departednt of Baate, reviewed by Sgeckel Supioyee €,. €f 
SSUUDEE en Gateber 29, 1953, diselesed thet CBIAN S2AuLeY 
BRANG wee issued Passpert isosbe od 61550 on Rares 33, “2953, 

for & progoged four weake travail te Pramco, Italy and, 
i end Por tae paws OGD er esllecting folk musie far 
Wegesi se 4 trtnaing end agoneerts, in Bag Fegaport file 
By) Lapa a eee a fvom J2ALD dated March aS 135 O35, stating 
be used for artioles he intended te 
ie + auedey Review, * ‘ 


a t ateted in bis Fesapers application dated 
L553 & few York ere buah he intended te 


APPROVED AND OT : ~~ SPECIAL AGENT 


FORWARDED: . IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF Hts REPORT 


@- _ Baromy (290-370969) DECLASSIFIED BY (POBO |: 


few 
& 6) (o> 


PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT A 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. , 


NW 32315 Doocld: 34316655 Page 54 


te | , | | le 
> . | FD-122 
+ 5 (5-11-53) 


STANDARD Fordd NO. 64 


| : Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT P 


TO : Director, FBI (100-370969) | DATE: 12/2h,/53 


0 SAC, NY (100-99586 : . * 
aoe eA GONE. Baek ITS. , 
( ; * gulf OV 
, , 
SUBJECT: OSCAR BRAND, wa 
4 SM - ¢ 
‘ai aft ‘i s 
he — , ‘ 


3 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


xX The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
= changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME _OSCAR BRAND , | 
“ALIASES _ | 


NATIVE BORN______ NATURALIZED, ALIEN, 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY, INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 
“MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) | 


‘TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX, 


DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) _ 


ee 


KEY FACILITY DATA: | _ 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED AGENCIES / 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 300 West 12th s 


Manhattan, NY, NY wacniansoan 


37, DEC 28 1953, 


Lon, LUGO 
> JAN 13 1954 


Saat So 
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Bureay of Inuesiiuss 
United States Department of Justice 


American Embassy SEGRE 


1, Grosvenor Square ) 
London, W.1, England [Pe 


Date: | January 12, 1954 | 
ee | Director, FBI (100-370969) | 
From: 3 Legal Attache, London (100-810) = = 

| ee | OSCAR SpanLiey BRAND a 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


Rebulet 11- alee to Departnent of State. 


PS aviged that subject anil 
in the triited Kingdom from Paris on 11-l-53, and gave his 
local address as 6 Belsize Park, London, Nay 3» He departed 
from Prequel for New York on 11-2)-53. : 


2 The subject did not come to the attention of 
durin ng- his visit here. Further inquiries are being made 

by] jhowever, to determine whether any information of a 

security nature can be developed. The Bureau will be advised. : 


JPO:AB 
‘pe a : 


CC Paris ‘(sent direct) 


Classified by ‘(00S0_ ; ra 
| Exempt from GDS, Category \ 3 ia r : 
4 a Date of Declassification n Indefinite < ) 
an LEd}9 pail ee tf 
ae of Fx i 
7 ears Ls 74) fi 70 fo & 
coo ppponned A222 . 
care see ae gg SAN % a 


Sealine 
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ou § 


| MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


DID: MX | eee 


‘t 


Office Me 


TO : Director, FBI (100-370969) - 


3/26/54 


FROM = SAC, New York (100-99586) 


O 


SUBJECT: OSCAR BRAND, wa- 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NATIVE BORN_____—s NATURALIZED__ ALIEN 


COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


TAB FOR DETCOM___ TAB FOR COMSAB___—sRACE_. SEX 
DATE OF BIRTH . PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


Free Lance Entertainer and Master of Ceremonies 


on "Folk Song Festival" over WNYC 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY 


"INTERESTED AGENCIES 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


33 war 30 1954 


te 
i 
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oh 
morandum - UNITED STATES ,GOVERNMENT 


¢ ; | 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | F 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ce SD 
In Reply, Please Refer to American Embassy | 
File No. 1, Grosvenor Square 
London, W. 1 J 
Date: March 25, 195) | 
Tor Director, FRI: | (100-370969) - 
From. Legal Attache (100-810) : 
i London, England i 
QO | 
Subject: OSCAR STANLEY BRAND 
: SECURITY MATTER ~ C of 
} ¥) 


“e | _--oP"FOIA(b) (7) - (0) 
Remylet 1-12-5h.(U.) 


a their further inquiries regarding 
the Subject's activities, while in England, have produced no re- 


sults. BRAND did not come to adversé security notice while in 
England, and the address, at _ which he stayed, has not previously 
come to the attention of[___}in connection with coverage of Com- 
munist matters, nor does there appear to be any Communist living — 
there. (Gf) 


ne Ne 


- RUC - 


JPO :CFJ 


2 Se Ae ee eee aces cee 


Classified by (o©$0-: 
Exempt from GDS, Category \ all 
Date oi Deciassification Indefinite ener 


RESIN -/4)77 


SECGREF 


[100-3769 69 —-/4L | 
APR 7 1954 | | 


Re = pg ieia eee SS 
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AIRTEL 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT oe JUSTICE 
4/25/55, NEW YORK 


, HAD BEEN CONTACTED BY OSCAR BRAND WHO STATED THAT HE HAD 
\& RECENTLY BEEN ZENTED A PASSPORT FOR SECURITY REASONS AND 
“asi IF HE WOULD BE. WILLING TO TESTIFY BEFORE 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT on THIs marver. [ __—«| ADVISED THAT. 


HE COULD ‘TESTIFY ONLY TO THE FOLLOWING. DURING THE PERIOD 


OF HIS EMPLOYMENT BY i ARTIST, BRAND SENT A LETTER TO 
PEOPLES ARTIST REQUESTING THAT IN THE FUTURE HE NO LONGER BE 
ASSIGNED TO: ENTERTAIN CP GROUPS OR FRONT GROUPS. AS A RESULT 


OF THIS ‘LETTER, LEADERS OF PROPLES ARTIST WHO INFORMANT FEELS 


| WERE CP MEMBERS HELD A MEETING AND DECIDED THAT PEOPLES ARTIST 
| WOULD GRANT BRAND'S REQUEST, HOWEVER, ALL FUTURE 
| _ ASSTGNMENTS FOR BRAND FROM PEOPLES ARTIST WOULD BE THOSE No 

|“ OTHER: ENTERTAINER DESIRED. _BRAND el 

TESTIFY TO THIS IF THE STATE)? DEPARTMENT SO DESIRES. 


| QO. = fi 
2 37048" 

D 2pm ere a & is 
pan @ APR at Spek ie, 


JES 
Sa 
. —_— Bes | 
7 i) Bomb os MPer an 
| . | 
ES oer ——— SS eS ee ee ee ee 


ee ee soe TS page 


' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
PAGE TWO 


= - = = = am th 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


[____——s| WILLING To VESTIFY, HOWEVER, HE RESERVED DECISION 


PENDING NOTIFICATION FROM THIS’ OFFICE. [was 
ADVISED THAT THE FBI WOULD NOT INSTRUCT HIM IN THIS MATTER; 
HOWEVER, SHOULD HE DECIDE T0 TESTIFY HE SHOULD NoT ‘DISCLOSE 
HIS CONFIDENTIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FBI. 4 | 
ADVISED THAT BRAND HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH HOWARD RUSHMORE | 
OF THE "JOURNAL AMERICAN" AND THAT RUSHMORE was GOING, To 


' AID BRAND IN THIS MATTER IF HE. POSSIBLY COULD. 


KELLY 


Approved Sent__ tt EB 
Special Agent in Charge 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Washington, D.C. 20520 


FBI LIAISON: a FOR INFORMATION ONLY yo 


- 
co y04 
RE: . Osear Stanley BRAND yp 3 
BORN: Feb 7, 1920 . fl 4 
PLACE: Canada Pay, 
P * 1¢ 
RESIDENCE : 4 Perry Street “TAO. i 
New York City, New York 10014 J 
BUREAU FILE NUMBER: - 100-270969 __ ss S]p> 
WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE: Unknown 
PASSPORT NUMBER: A-0736000 issued April 13, 1970, 
New York 
TRAVEL PLANS 
DATE OF DEPARTURE: _ *gunegl, 1970 
Z ' ae : : whine 
PURPOSE OF TRIP: Pleasure * * 
PROPOSED LENGTH OF STAY: - 2 weeks 
MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION: Air 
COUNTRIES TO BE VISITED: England ne 
f BOC oA 
a NOT’ RECORDED 
| 18 MAY 25 1970: 
; PASSPORT OFFICE . 
f 4 eo 4 4 Robert D. Jottison =~ ——= 
a4 es : i“ 40 , 
Pe ae “27049 67 
; , 0° / b ee 
ee 
of Copyegto, 24 OO csnsnitis f- 
by routing slip“for ie 
info CJ action _— 
d ate 972 2. [22 bcpsiexaoiiecitas 
a 
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